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EDUCATION FUNDING 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [3.12 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government’s ongoing cuts and uncertainty in the education 
sector and calls on the McGowan government to immediately commit to reversing all its mean-spirited 
education cuts without increasing any taxes. 

Sixteen months or so ago, the McGowan-led opposition won, as members opposite keep telling everybody, in 
a landslide victory, which is true. The government won the election for many reasons. One of the reasons was that 
it had campaigned over the previous four years to restore and enhance spending in education. Members opposite 
were outside my electorate door on a weekly, if not a monthly, basis towards the end of the campaign. They 
campaigned vigorously against any trimming of expenses. When we were in government, we trimmed the expenses 
in the education sector, but every year expense growth grew in real per capita terms. This government has come 
in and done exactly the opposite in a ham-fisted, bungling, dishonest way. Let me show members. 
First, members opposite say that it is all for budget repair but, as has been shown over and again in this place, they 
are basically robbing one section of the education sector to spend in another section in a manner that has lacked 
transparency. Large cuts were made last year to the 2018–19 budget, yet we hear the Premier and the Treasurer 
repeatedly say that there are no cuts to the education budget and that the budget goes up every year. They should 
look at their own budgets. Page 159 of volume 1 of budget paper No 2 of the 2017–18 budget outlines 
appropriations for the education sector. We can compare the expenditures for 2019–20, 2020–21, 2021–22 and 
onwards outlined on page 291 of volume 1 of budget paper No 2 of the 2018–19 budget with the expenditures for 
2017–18 and 2018–19. In 2018–19, the cut is $68 million. Appropriations from one year to the next are down by 
$68 million. In the next year, it is $97 million and in the year after that it is $117 million. It adds up over three years 
to $282 million. It is in their own budget, yet they deny that there are any cuts. What kind of world are we living 
in? These are cuts to public education. By the way, the budget is all about approving appropriations. That is what 
this is about—appropriations. In the last two budgets of this government, it has cut $282 million out of the 
education sector, yet members opposite stand in Parliament and deny it repeatedly. It is dishonesty. 

Second, last year in about November, there were a number of cuts, and the people in the other house started 
inquiring into them. We had to drag the detail of some of those cuts out of the Minister for Education and Training. 
She hid them. She obfuscated. She waited until just before Christmas to bring them out and then we found that 
there were $60 million of cuts all over the place. Again, members opposite denied it. They hid it. They obfuscated. 
They say that they are not significant cuts. They say that camp schools are not schools. This is the silliness that we 
go on and on about in this place. Many of these organisations got six months to a year to prepare. When the minister 
was asked whether she would reconsider and what assessment she had done, we found that there was no assessment 
in most cases, no detailed rigour and inadequate notice. In many cases, such as Moora Residential College, she 
refused to visit those people. She refused to talk to them. She refused to visit Landsdale Farm School. She just 
said, “I’ve made the decisions; that’s tough.” She did it in a way that caused sectarian divisions. Most of the cuts 
were made in rural areas. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: We have seen this. The reason the government has done it is that its members are not getting 
too many votes in those areas, so it has moved money from rural and regional schools to those in its own areas. It 
has politicised the allocation of expenditure by the Department of Education by moving it from the needs of 
students and schools to the needs of political gain. It has also moved funding away from a whole raft of very low 
cost community-based services that contract to the education system on the basis that they are not mainstream 
schools. Most of these cuts were delivered to the previous government’s Economic and Expenditure Reform 
Committee, but when the education department said, “Why don’t you do these?”, we laughed them out. We said, 
“Get real. Schools of the Air—you must be joking!” But this government has fallen for it. It has pursued its value 
of politicising the allocation of money, and it has paid for it and it will continue to pay for it. 

There was a protest at the front of Parliament House today. People from the Moora Residential College were 
there, as were a range of other people impacted by these cuts, which members opposite still deny exist. The 
Minister for Tourism tweeted that 59 people showed up, implying that it was a small number. I can tell the minister 
that behind those 59 people are many thousands of people per person. 

Mr P. Papalia: The silent majority. 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes, they are. They are the silent majority and they have spoken and the government has been 
forced to listen to them, resulting in backflips. I remember Perth Modern School. That started before the election. 
The government was going to move it. That did not last long when it had all the large protests. It was basically 
going to take people’s investments and gifts to the school and move them purely for its own political gain, but it 
backed off on that. It was going to cut the level 3 classroom teacher intake, but it backed off on that. It was going 
to cut the gifted and talented program, but it backed off on that. It backflipped on the Northam Residential College 
and it did the same with the community resource centres. The classic example, which the government could not 
see, was Schools of the Air—it was going to cut funding to that. It was stupid, and the government was forced to 
do a backflip. Again, the government’s decisions on funding cuts were poorly thought out and were done with no 
research, and it denied it was going to do it. Then, the government was exposed and it did not listen to the people. 
The government thought it was just a bunch of rural people—just 59 people by themselves—but there are more 
people involved, because the government was attacking our education system. When in opposition and during the 
election campaign, the Labor Party promised to preserve and enhance our education system. 

Today, the Premier said he won the $8.7 million from Canberra for Moora Residential College. The truth is that 
the Premier did not ask for that money. 

Ms R. Saffioti: So how did they give it under that grants program? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: It does not matter how it was given; the federal government chose to give the funding to the 
government because it was refusing to fund the college and Melissa Price, the Liberal Party and our Nationals 
colleagues were arguing for it. The Premier had nothing to do with it; it was forced upon him. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! You have your leader on his feet and you are interjecting. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I know; I had a go at him. I am just saying that you have your leader on his feet. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The funding cuts that do not get very much attention, but I think should—they clearly do in my 
electorate—are to the 26 large high schools. An article by Pat Byrne in the Western Teacher of October 2017 says — 

This year’s state budget has hit large senior high schools to pay for state government’s election promises. 

She is right. She has got you! The article continues — 

Educators have every right to feel angry. The ALP was rightly a strong critic of the Barnett Government’s … 
It made a number of commitments to restoring funding to ensure a properly supported … education system. 

Education counts, but — 
Robbing Peter to pay Paul, even in the extreme circumstances … will create a level of distrust that will 
be hard to reverse. 

That is what has happened. The distrust of this government in the educational sector is profound. More importantly, 
the government has gone out and cut funding from our 26 large high schools that have the gifted and talented 
program and educate the vast bulk of our high school students. The reason kids have moved from private to public 
schools is because of the excellence of these schools and the government has cut $12.8 million out of their budgets, 
which Ms Byrne says will lead to the loss of 50 to 75 teachers and up to 130 support staff. This is the exact opposite 
of what the Labor Party promised during the election campaign. They promised to restore, not cut, funding. 
Particularly, the Minister for Education and Training promised to enhance, not cut, funding to the schools in her 
electorate, which I share. She has cut, not enhanced, funding. There will be 50 to 75 teachers who will be cut and 
130 support staff. Some of those support staff were doing essential work helping kids struggling with English and 
other aspects. The distrust Ms Byrne refers to is right. The backflips have shown a profound level of incompetence 
in budgeting. The government did not know what it was doing, it was not paying attention and it has created chaos 
and uncertainty in one of our most important institutions—that is, our public education system. It stands to be 
condemned for that. Yet, government members stand in this chamber and deny that the problem exists and that 
people are concerned about it. Government members deny that there have been cuts to education, yet the 
government has clearly put them in place. 
Question put and negatived. 
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